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Nacala, January 21, 2020 
 
KOTUG PROVIDES PROMPT SALVAGE ASSISTANCE TO STEERLESS CONTAINER VESSEL MV EM-
OINOUSSES   
 
On the night of January 20, two Rotortugs® of KOTUG International picked up the Mayday signal of the 
container vessel EM-OINOUSSES, sailing from Maputo to Mombasa, having a devastating fire in the 
engine room. Although the vessel’s crew adequately extinguished the fire, at approximately 50 miles off 
the coast of Nacala, Mozambique, the ship appeared to be uncontrollable. 
 
In high swells, the salvage was carried out by KOTUG’S powerful Rotortugs RT Spirit and RT Magic. Both 
Rotortugs® made quick connections to the vessel, and our dedicated crew gave top priority to the safety 
of the 25 crew-members, who all could disembark the vessel at the Port of Nacala safely and without 
injuries on January 21st.  
 
“We are glad that we were able to bring the MV EM-OINOUSSES and its crew to a safe haven and 
prevented a possible disaster for the vessel, its crew, and the environment. I am proud of our well-
trained crew who adequately responded to the Mayday signal,” says Ard-Jan Kooren, CEO of KOTUG 
International.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
About KOTUG 
KOTUG is a leading towage operator offering its innovative services on a global scale. KOTUG operates in terminal 
towage, harbor towage, offshore operations, and salvage operations. Headquartered in The Netherlands, KOTUG is 
active in Europe, Russia, Asia, Australia, Africa, and the Caribbean and continues to expand its operations 
worldwide. Our long-standing knowledge is consolidated in KOTUG’s Maritime Excellence Center which provides 
training and consultancy. KOTUG is family-owned and firmly committed to the highest industry standards of 
health, safety, environment, quality and security. www.kotug.com  
 
Contact person: Jacqueline van den Heuvel ǀ j.vandenheuvel@kotug.com | tel. +31(0)10 820 1063 |  
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